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First, we should tell you about The Data-Sitters Club, :
how it works, and who we are. It all started one day
when Quinn Dombrowski was on vacation in Las
Vegas and started getting nostalgic about Ann M.
Martin's iconic series about girlhood in the upper-
middle-class American suburbs of the 19905, There's
‘been very little scholarship written on the series, and
Quinn started worndering what you could get from
applying digital humanities computational text
analysis tools and methods to that corpus. And i'd

be even better to share those findings alongside a !
detailed description of how you go about the
process of doing the text analysis, spelling out all the
steps and decisions along the way! Quinn found
_soma friends on DH (digital humanities) Twitter who (
wanted 1o join, and together, we started The Data- ‘
Sifters Club.

!

DH Curious?
. _Roopika Risam, Katherine Bowers,
Maria Sachiko Cecire, and Anouk Lang

https://datasittersclub.github.io/tidr/books/tidr1/
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Yhat exactly is copyright?

Wost pecple, i asked caauslly, ‘Would prassably say THeY Know ! ¢ ivogyriait 15, But theo there.are TOMENS.
‘whan cracks begin o show. lf yau. raad fanfic, for pxample. yaU'll linaty conte BOTOAS dinciimpre ke fng
cnyyﬁm’hﬁipqmm mteridnd” - Shont fike somn ‘egalistic tedst on Heies otanse inended’.

Ws Ahs deal arycns ‘whe makes aimostany type of oraativo ork immiediatoly hias i set at exchisve rights.
pertalring to that work v . .
fasts. £an wikis (ke tri orie we scrEped for atadald
v
i

‘e “creative’ psvt s imporiant; you cant wwﬂmﬁ
i

Ao 4 BSG bonke i 5 i
dupend cn this: them’s nathing rz:tp)ughwb\ltub{m& e St dhat Aan ML Mardlin irote Kristy's Gredd ides b ’
1965, 1t was nanated by a teansge it nroed Kaisty Thontas, A she reters 1o har fsnds Claucia Kshl, Mary
Aring Goler, ard &W{‘Mcﬁ%ﬁeaﬂﬁat nforrnation, plUs & PIot SYropsiS: Ta (58N number; publieation
‘ate, and varcus qinar derails can be includsd an fan wiki pages. Bit the st swisi carvt post the il tox ofthe

Bk, becaise tiats the Graative Work (ssif.

Siiarly. 3 simple. figt at ingredionts and proparation nstnctians isn't capyrightabla, Bt the Aurthor the reipe
ks fownrds garsonal tarmtivee tie rone oty is i be eligible By oopyright. Bot ayen thist, sopyright
\worid protect anly e narrative parts Qs oniginal spressicnl dvd people wosld st be fres ta copy the fait
and inktnuction parta. : v

Con't M Ao Wbt
.,_,-m&' !
Yo :
What's fair use? . , : 1
Tha UK (whese my follow Data-Sitter Anouk Lang ives) and Torer Briieh colonies (.0, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, India, Singapare) have as part of their copyright iaw something called “fair dsaling? ~ which

enumen}tsa & specific and firite fiut of uses of in-copyright. yiorks that do not count a5 copyright infringement.
What, exactly, inakes it onto that fist variss frons country to country, butcaranon examples inchude:

» msemh {like tha Data Sitters Cluby

- PM@'@ sty

» Heview o criticlsm . .

« Judicial proceedings ur: professional legul advice (awyers Isak after their ownly

» Repotingthenews : ' : .
» Parady (and in some places, one or more of: caricature, pastichs, of satire) (lawyers fike 1o laugh? -

Yo make it a5 fair dealing, & use has fo fit one of these purposes and be seen Bs #airt Gothelistis a bes'u
cane somnarin: it shows what might e a!!qweﬂ‘ i it meets @ general test of falmess as the crurts understand
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Good newsl We got a DMCA exemption granted that legitimizes breaking encryption sm)ye cand @
{which we know is & fair use). Bad news! Almost everywhere that sells the ebooks currently includes
contractual language that prohibits us from making use of the DMCA exemption to break the DRM. Even
worse news! Even if we did get a better contract, there’s some super-difficult security reqmrements that I'm
not even sure | could make happen at Stanford. Also, mdapandent ‘scholars and unafﬂiatad libraries and
archives are shut out altogether. It feels like we've landed in the copyright law equivalent of middle schuoﬁm
theory you have more freedom than before, but in practice, the experience of being there is pretty awkward
and m;serab!e (if you re not a fictional character in the BabY*SttteYS Giub series... and somet;mes even if you

https Ildatasmersclub glthub |0I9|tela\scm3 M*n.]
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HathiTrust Is massive: over 176 mMon valxrne& ‘mah‘ s mueﬂy English, but of the yoiumes with lar gmg&

etadata, English Is Just barely a majomy ats1%. mmstmr half a million volumes in French, about &
quarter:million each of Halian and Japanese, nearly 3,000 volumes of Macedonian, 17,000 volurmas of
Ukrainian, and almost 30,000 volumes in eack of Thai and Turkish, When | think of HathTrust, novels are what
!imagine frst, But they alsc have serials, ournals, scholarly moncgraphs, books in all subject areas, -
directories, legal documents — basically anything and everything you'd find in & large mearch tibrary, becguse
that's Precisely where everyﬂﬁng came from, :

One of the nice things about the Data. -Sitters Club is the way we've been able to mﬂysadestepquesﬁonpof
CGorpus composition. What does our primary corpus have? All the Baby-Sitters Club books by AnnM. M"ﬂ"
All of them. The Mysterles, the Super Specials, Callfcrrﬂa Diarles, Friends Forever— if It has to do with Kristy
Thomas and her friends, We have It That's great for answorlng questions about that series (espaclaﬂy wﬂmn

need 1o put a lot of #mgm Into how. you construct your corpus. and #t's very rare to be. abla to get all of. .
xnmhlag the way we've gotten all the Baby-Sitters Club Books. The points Roopsi makes in her book New;
vDigItal Wortds about the gaping holes, silences, and omissians in colonial amhmes shaped by the priod(ieg and
interests ot empires also apply to HathiTrust. 17 million items feels so immense 1t's tempting to think it's ggt 1o

be comprehensive. But you can't farget about how it came to be. HamiTmst is the recipient of data from cbe

Google Books project, which scanned millions of books held by llbrarles ai(mostly) US-based research
Institutions; from other mass-digitization projects fike those of the Internet Archive (still active) and Mlmsgﬂ

(shuttered in 2008), as well as libraries’ own lacal digitization workflows. The whole Process was (and i) a bit
of d hodge-podge, and there's tons of duplication . But before you start wonynng about how Googwdemdgd :
mmcrudetmsmhatbaok,yousnaumntfwgetabmammermmmmqmﬁm factors that
systematically disadvaritage cenain genres, such as romanos, pulpy sci-f, and Children’s and YA books: tbe

mmwumwamwmmmmmmmmmmﬂmm 83 we anticipated - and| our
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Hmsthé m depending mf}m size of tha wllecﬁm you're looking at and your familianty with ngvlgating
finding aids and archival collections, just seafching the finding aid for materials you might be interested in can
be overwhelming. The Ann'M. Martin Papers has 55 boxes in the collection — and while | was never going to
look through all of them, the amount was enough to Jolt my anxieties for a good couple of minutes before |
managed to refocus and pick 4 few to start with. Depending on what your research is, the collectlon ycu're
interested in mught be yelatweiy small or large. In both cases, the best way to prevent some early phwal
anxieties is to try and look at the finding aid and pick out materials to look at first before walking vn;o the

archives for the first time. Figure out what materials sound like they might apply to your research quesﬁom fist
what boxa You are and aren't interested in, and get yourselt orgamzed Reach out to the archivists on s(aflv

even m eyes on any archival sources (espemauy i your collection’s fi finding aid isn't as detailed as (hat for the

Ann M. Martin papers — butt’ncmnebacktomtsalmlstater)

With all aﬁhess films and v shows vaﬂscﬁng similar myths of archival research, you'd hope feal irfa amhwal
research is a similar experienee unfoﬂunatery the above scenarios are pretty unﬁke&y When it comas 1o

archival research you should axpect more along the lines of these two scenarios:
a)thers is not much in the archwes in the first place, or

b) thezs’saTON of suurcas in the archwes, and the vast majority of them are not related to your resea

an or interesﬁs

More likely than not, thefe?s not gomg to be something new and excmng you'ldiscove;
that's okay! Archival research doesn't have to reveal new and exciting mfomlazuon for your research (n be .
valuable. But it also means that you shouldn’t get too frustrated if You can't find what you were huping for.

n the archives And

Archives, in general, are a mixed bag — _sometimes they have exactly the sort of materials You were. ing
for, and sometimes they don't hold much at all. What's important is to manage your expectations, bg ﬁexible‘
and (ifyommllachmtsanmalargers:de) : .

Get ready todoa LOT ofkskmrkrﬁng‘

i

ﬁlﬁmmmg is probably the most important skilf ynu‘li need to. davelnp while researching archival collections. No
joking. And while this is partly due to not everythmg in the collection applying to your remarch queatlons, #t's
aiwtme to time constraints on your research. I'm lucky enough that my internship is abuut two mnnths long
~ plenty of time for me to work through the Ann M. Martin papers without stressing about getting to
everything the DSC is imerested in. Most rﬁsearchars aren’t that lucky. Depending on the funding myolved and
what the acaderic calendar for your institution looks like, it's more likely that your research period ynll bs
between a week ortwoto a month, Skimming will beamsaslty xfonlysoywcan wnthroughallthe
materials and have ample time tu focus on the sources that do matter for your research, And, saccmdly, well,
you remember that assumption we made earlier that the ﬂndlng aid is 1) accurate and 2) detailed, a(u:l 3) (
genaraﬂyismebeetwaytogiveynuaamoi‘wmt might"be!mheammvaa? .
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